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TO  THE  KETTERING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


opulation. 


/^ENTLEMEN, 

In  presenting  my  TwentyAThird  Annual  Report 
to  you,  I have  to  record  a good  deal  of  illness,  and  a 
rather  high  death  rate  for  a Rural  District.  I am 
pleased,  however,  to  say  that  the  Zymotic  death  rate  is 
much  lower  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

The  population  of  the  District  was  estimated  last 
year  as  being  10,000,  and  as  no  large  increase  has  taken 
place  in  any  village,  except  Burton  Latimer,  and  in  that 
one  to  no  great  extent,  I think  it  will  be  fair  to  take  that 
number  again  as  the  rate  of  the  statistics  for  1895. 
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The  Zymotic  Death  Rate 

As  the  District  was  divided  in  1891,  I am  unable  to 
go  farther  back  than  that  for  comparison  with  these  rates. 

Birth  Rate. 

1892  3 5'6 

1893  26'5 

1894  24-7 

1895  27-9 

The  Tables  containing  the  statistics  of  illness  and 
death  lepuired  by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  as 
follows  : — 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 

Buring  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council,  classified 
-i to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Mortality  from  Subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Names  of  Localities  adopt- 
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OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS. 


Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895, 
in  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council,  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Measles. 


Scarlatina. 


Diphtheria. 


The  causes  of  all  the  deaths  in  this  District  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Apoplexy- 

...  9 

Diabetes 

...  1 

Meningitis 

...  3 

Dyspepsia 

...  1 

Convulsions 

...  10 

Pyaemia... 

..  3 

Paralysis 

...  1 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

...  1 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

...  23 

Chorea  ... 

...  1 

Phthisis... 

...  8 

Hemorrhage 

...  1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  12 

Spinal  Disease  ... 

...  1 

Liver  Disease  ... 

...  3 

Diarrhoea 

...  8 

Kidney  Disease 

...  3 

Gangrene 

...  1 

Bladder  Disease 

...  2 

Child  Birth  

...  1 

Scarlatina 

...  4 

Premature  Birth 

...  8 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  1 

Congenital  Debility 

...  4 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

Atrophy... 

...  8 

Influenza 

...  1 

Senile  debility  ... 

...  28 

Cancer  ... 

...  4 

Injuries  ... 

5 

Tumor  ... 

...  1 

— 

Enteritis 

...  3 

Total 

...  162 

Peritonitis 

...  1 

— 

Measles  has  been  present  in  some  parts  of  the 
District,  but  not  in  a virulent  form,  and  no  death  has 
been  recorded. 

Scarlatina  has  occurred  in  the  following  villages — in 
Rushton,  14  cases  ; Burton,  36;  Geddington,  6 ; Wark- 
ton,  7 ; Corby,  5 ; Grafton,  2 ; Stanion,  1 ; Weekley,  1 ; 
Cransley,  20;  Glendon,  15  Cranford,  5;  Broughton,  1. 

The  Schools,  at  Rushton,  were  closed  in  part  of 
January  and  February,  and  apparently  with  good  results. 
In  December  the  Cransley  School  was  also  closed. 

Single  cases  were  removed  to  the  Kettering  Infec- 
tious Hospital  from  Grafton,  Weekley,  Stanion,  and 
Glendon,  and  five  cases  at  Cranford,  all  of  which  fell  ill 
at  the  same  time  were  removed.  No  other  cases  occur- 
red in  any  of  these  villages  after  the  removal.  Deaths 
were  recorded  from  Scarlatina,  during  the  year,  at 
Cransley,  Corby,  Warkton,  and  Rushton  one  each. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  at  Middleton, 
which  was  thought  to  be  due  to  a bad  drain  on  the 
premises.  The  village  was  inspected  at  the  time,  and 
some  nuisances  were  removed;  and  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  issue  a summons  in  one  instance,  on  the  account 
of  the  insanitary  state  of  a row  of  cottages. 
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Influenza. 


Diarrhoea 


Typhoid 

Fever. 


Notification 
of  Infectious 
Diseases. 


Influenza  has  shewn  itself  on  several  occasions,  and 
in  December  became  rather  prevalent,  but  not  in  a severe 
form ; one  death  was  recorded  at  Corby,  in  a woman  44 
years  of  age.  The  disease  was  not  exactly  similar  to  the 
previous  outbreaks,  but  chiefly  affected  the  throat,  and 
the  intestinal  tract. 

Eight  deaths  are  recorded  from  Diarrhoea,  but  seven 
of  them  occurred  in  young  children.  This  disease  was 
not  prevalent,  and  Cholera  was  altogether  absent. 

Thirteen  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified; 
one  of  these  was  in  Geddington,  and  twelve  in  Burton. 
The  Geddington  case  occurred  in  an  overcrowded  house, 
and  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Kettering  Infectious 
Hospital.  The  illness  was  caused  by  the  blocking  of  the 
street  drain,  which  was  of  course  put  right.  In  October 
a single  case  occurred  in  Burton,  which  was  followed  by 
seven  m November,  and  three  in  December.  Others  who 
had  been  employed  at  Burton,  and  removed  from  that 
place  also  suffered.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that 
every  one  of  those  attacked  had  at  one  time  or  another 
partaken  of  water  from  a certain  well ; on  analysis  this 
water  was  found  very  impure,  and  the  well  was  closed. 
The  disease  was  aggravated  by  an  imperfectly  trapped 
drain,  which  emptied  itself  into  a filthy  cesspool. 

The  last  case  notified  was  dated  December  13th, 
so  that  probably  the  outbreak  is  at  an  end.  No  death 
occurred  from  this  cause  in  the  District. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  been 
very  useful,  the  record  is  as  follows  : — 


Scarlatina 
Typhoid  Fever  .. 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Fever.. 
Erysipelas 


99  with  4 deaths. 
13  no  death. 

1 no  death. 

1 fatal. 

1 6 with  1 death. 


Total  ...  130 
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Isolation 

Hospital. 


Ise  Brook. 


Water 

Supply. 


Although  the  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  Infectious 
Diseases  has  not  yet  been  erected  on  the  ground  pur- 
chased for  that  purpose,  the  Kettering  Hospital  has 
been  used,  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  for  the 
reception  of  suitable  cases  from  this  District,  and  with 
the  happiest  results.  Nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
one  case  of  Typhoid  have  been  removed  to  the  Kettering 
Hospital,  and  in  every  instance  the  disease  has  been 
confined  to  those  cases.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were 
removed  from  Grafton  i,  Stanion  i,  Weekley  i,  and 
Cranford  5.  The  single  case  of  Typhoid  was  from 
Geddmgton  ; all  made  good  recoveries. 

^ J0^  Board  has  been  formed  for  the  management 
of  the  Conjoint  Hospital,  and  the  building  will  be  shortly 
commenced.  Meanwhile,  in  really  urgent  cases  the 

ottering  Hospital  will  be  used,  when  the  whole  of  it  is 
not  required  by  the  Kettering  Urban  Council. 

The  New  Hospital  will  contain  twelve  beds,  and 
although  under  the  same  management  as,  and  upon  the 
adjoining  site  to,  the  Urban  District  Hospital,  will  be  a 
lstmct  building,  which  for  obvious  reasons  will  be  an 
advantage  to  both  districts. 

Complaints  have  again  been  made  of  the  pollution 
of  the  Ise  Brook,  by  the  effluent  from  the  Kettering 
Sewage  Works.  Since  the  expiration  of  the  contract 
with  Messrs.  Hope,  with  regard  to  their  Bacillite  process, 
the  sewage  has  been  precipitated  and  purified  by  chemical 
means  and  very  little  further  pollution  has  taken  place, 
the  whole  subject  is  receiving  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  Kettering  Urban  District  Council,  who  will  take  the 

matter  in  hand  as  soon  as  it  can  be  decided  what  is  the 
best  course  to  pursue. 

The  Water  Supply  of  most  of  the  villages  has  held 
out  well  but  the  fine  supply  at  Cottingham  is  certainly 
tailing  off.  In  the  latter  months  of  the  year  the  supply 
by  pipes  at  Warkton  was  almost  suspended. 

The  Factories,  Dairies  and  Slaughter  Houses,  have 

been  inspected,  and  been  found  generally  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  J 
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New  Culverts  have  been  constructed  at  Broughton 
and  Pytchley,  and  a new  main  drain  has  been  laid  at 
Middleton.  Old  drains  have  been  repaired  and  trapped 
at  Geddington  and  Burton. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  a row  of  four  cottages  at  Cottingham.  The 
brook  at  Grafton  has  been  well  cleaned  out,  and  the 
bridges  repaired. 

Your  Inspector,  Mr.  NORWOOD,  has  inspected  every 
house  in  Burton,  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
number  of  inhabitants  ; the  water  supply  and  the  drain- 
age arrangements  in  all  cases  ; this  knowledge  will  be  of 
great  use,  as  Burton  is  the  largest  village  in  the  District, 
and  the  one  in  which  there  is  the  greatest  amount  of 
illness. 

The  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  is 
in  abeyance  in  the  District.  Scarcely  any  cases  have 
been  vaccinated  by  the  public  vaccinators. 

Thanking  you  heartily  for  having  so  courteously 
carried  out  the  wishes  and  recommendations  of  your 
Officers  during  the  past  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WINTER  DRYLAND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Kettering,  January,  1896. 
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